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Grant Criteria and Eligibility

Applications must be received in the AYHC office no later than October 31st of the current year. AYHC only has one grant cycle each year so the grants submitted should be for projects after October 31st of the current year.
AYHC Why Statement:
We believe youth who engage with horses grow in leadership and life skills. By empowering adults who teach youth about horses, and connecting them with resources, we are fostering a thriving horse industry.
About The American Youth Horse Council Grant Program
Among its many projects, the AYHC annually accepts and awards grant funding to quality educational programs. The chief aim of AYHC's grant program is to support groups in educating adults or teens who will, in turn, share their knowledge with youth, thereby enriching young people’s equine experiences.  A secondary goal of this grant program is to support high-impact educational events that directly educate youth and advance the youth horse industry, in alignment with AYHC’s mission.

Criteria and Eligibility for Funds
Membership. All applicants must be AYHC members. You may submit membership at the time of application. Requirements. Funding proposals should include the following:
· Evidence that the program is related to the development, promotion and management of adult or teen training events or that it reaches a wide ranging youth audience in a meaningful way.
· Demonstrate that the ultimate goal of the event is related to the education of youth by the development of adult/teen equine knowledge or leadership skills for the enhancement of the horse industry.
· Demonstrate support, collaboration, partnerships, and links with other entities. Priority will be given to projects that involve a minimum of two (2) organizations of dissimilar affiliation to participate as collaborators however, applications will be accepted from individual organizations. Examples that would fulfill this requirement are 4-H and Pony Clubs, 4-H and FFA, Pony Club and breed associations, state horse councils, and horseman’s associations, or any combination of groups that educate youth about horses. 
· Two letters of support should be from collaborating organizations (if collaborating), colleagues within your organization, or other organizations that can speak to the work and impact of the requesting organization. 
Funds issued through the AYHC in response to an accepted application must be spent only for the items described in the grant application.
Restrictions. The AYHC does not typically make grants for the following purposes, therefore requests to fund the following purposes are likely to be denied: Political campaigns or entities designed primarily for lobbying, religious activities, activities that jeopardize the AYHC’s tax-exempt status, indirect costs, construction projects, awards, contest travel expenses, clothing or purposes outside the funding priorities as listed above.
Repeat Applications. If your organization received funding last year, you must submit a final report of the event to the AYHC office before October 31st of the project year to be eligible for funding the next year. The AYHC expects a final report from grant recipients within one month of completion of events that received AYHC funds.
Funds
The AYHC’s maximum amount of annual funding varies annually as determined by the AYHC Board of Directors. Generally, grant funds awarded are at or below $1,500.
Grant Application and Approval Process
The AYHC makes funding decisions based on written and signed application forms submitted via Judgify. A template to prepare your responses can be obtained from the AYHC’s website. Please provide additional documents and information as the form requires. At its discretion, the AYHC may seek additional information including a short interview via phone or Zoom. After the application has been reviewed by the AYHC’s Grants Committee, applicants will be notified in writing or by phone of the AYHC’s decision. Award winners will be notified in November or as soon as possible. 

The AYHC welcomes your questions. Please contact our Executive Director at 817-320-2005 or info@ayhc.com.

American Youth Horse Council AYHC Grant Template
(application must be submitted via Judgify link at the end of this document)

Information About You
Name of Applicant (if person) or Organization: 	
Name of Contact Person/Title with Organization (if any): 			 Phone: 	____________ E-mail Address: 			 
Organization’s Website (if any): 				
Information About Your Event or Project
Name of Event/Project: 	 Anticipated Date(s) of Your Event/Project: (if applicable) 	 Location of Event/Project (if applicable)
Description of Project/Event (Attach proposed schedule, topics, clinicians, speakers, supply list, marketing materials, etc.) Use as much space as needed.  


Please answer the following regarding the event:
Whom will your Event/Project benefit? (Examples: “Adult Leaders in the state of Missouri,” or “Agriculture Education Professionals” , “4-H Professionals and Staff” “Adult and youth in the Pittsburgh community and surrounding counties”


Primary Audience:		Adult Professionals or Volunteers		Teen Leaders			Youth Audience
_______ Others, please explain

AYHC Grant Application (continued)
List any collaborating organizations and explain how community or industry partners will support your event or project. In Judgify, attach up to 4 letters of support (at least 2 are required. If you are not collaborating with other organizations, letters of support may be provided by individuals/administrators within your organization.)

Letters of Support From (attach at least 2):	1) 	2) 	


How many adults and/or youth do you anticipate will participate directly in your event/project? If the activity involves training adults or teens, how many youth do you expect those adults/teens to reach and educate within one year? Please explain how you arrived at these estimates

How will you promote the event/project to effectively reach and engage potential participants or attendees?



Has this Project/Event occurred previously?		 No 	Yes (If YES, please complete below)
When? 	Past number of attendees/per year 	
Did you or your organization apply for AYHC funding in the past?		No		Yes
If YES: Amount received: 		Date(s) received: 	 Attendance at past events:				 Please list all event(s) or project(s) for which you have received AYHC funding in the past.
Justification of Need
What amount of funding are you requesting: $	($1500 maximum, attach a project budget including income and expenses)

Please describe how you plan to use the AYHC funds, if awarded, including specific activities or expenses the grant would support. Examples: clinician fees, supplies or equipment, scholarship for participants who demonstrate need

Please indicate any additional sources of funding and amounts you expect to receive for your event or project. Examples include donors, sponsors, grants, registration fees.
Assurances By Applicant
Applicant agrees to comply with these assurances if the application is approved by the AYHC:
I/my organization will not discriminate on the basis of race, marital status, religion, sex, age, handicap, or na- tional origin in administering the programs, events, or projects supported in whole or in part by this grant (if granted by the AYHC). I/my organization will acknowledge the AYHC’s funding assistance in press releases, media contacts and printed, video, Internet, or audio material resulting from the programs, events, or projects supported in whole or in part by any grant awarded. If my/our project/event does not proceed, the funds will be returned promptly to the AYHC, and AYHC will be notified of the reason.
Check box Yes or No in Judgify submission

Upload the following information in the following formats:  Word, PDF, Excel, jpg
Required:
· Promotions, outlines, and descriptions of your Project/Event proposed for funding
· Letters of support: at least two- generally from collaborating organizations representatives, internal administrators or outside parties that can attest to the impact of the project
· Project budget (include income and expenses; we strongly recommend that you use the budget template available on the AYHC website)
Optional:
· Other useful information regarding the project for which funding is sought such as marketing materials, evaluation summaries from previous events, testimonials, etc. 


Submit applications via:	Contact AYHC:
https://www.judgify.me/AYHCgrant25	info@AYHC.com
	Phone: (817) 320-2005
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